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Yet, in personal matters, the queen's influence was
great and almost invariably mischievous. The Count
of Mercy, had he chosen, could have given Mirabeau
instances of her feminine perversity and capacity for
shutting her eyes to what it was convenient to ignore,
sufficient to prove the folly of expecting her to become
the instrument of a policy she disliked, simply because
it was proved to be the only one possible.

Every precaution had been taken to keep the inter-
view between Mirabeau and the royal couple secret.
After sleeping at the house of his niece Madame
d'Aragon, he was driven to St. Cloud by his nephew
Du Saillant, disguised as a postilion. But it was soon
generally known that a meeting had taken place, and
the great treason of the Count of Mirabeau was again
loudly and confidently proclaimed.

The bright hopes which the grace of the queen and
the good-natured simplicity of the king had kindled in
the orator, were soon dimmed. He wrote on July
17 to La Marck that, unless the Court showed more
energy and supplied him with the means of acting,
he shoiild sacrifice himself without profiting them.
Nothing could be more outspoken than his note of the
same date for the king and queen. There was, he com-
plained, no room for hope, so long as all their feelings,
their plans and policy, were ruled by private considera-
tions and apprehensions; so long as there was not
enough courage to employ or consult a sensible man, or
even to struggle out of the toils of traitors; so long as
they dared not speak with some little authority and
dignity, or dismiss an incompetent ministry, dared not
seize the last chance left to the Monarclry and the